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worn by his family in addition to running the first threshing machine in the county and his indefatigable 

energy and untiring industry were at length rewarded by a gratifying degree of success. He accumulated 

large holdings in land, owning at one time three hundred, seventy-eight and a half acres, and he became 

known as one of the substantial and representative residents of the community which he aided so greatly 

in upbuilding. Always an active religious worker, he was one of the organizers of the Methodist Episcopal 

church in Pleasant township and he contributed generously of his time and means to the erection of a 

church building. He and his wife were regular attendants for many years and in that faith the father died 

April 17, 1882, his passing taking from Winneshiek county one of its most valued pioneer settlers. His 

wife survived him for a number of years, dying October 11, 1892. In their family were fourteen children, 

five of whom are now living: Edwin, who resides in Pleasant township; Sarah, the wife of J. J. Kessey, of 

Forest City, Iowa; Isabel, who married J. J. Shervin, of Pleasant township; Lewis H., of Wadena, 

Minnesota; and Henry A., of this review. 

Henry A. Hover was born upon his father's homestead in Pleasant township and his childhood was 

spent amid pioneer conditions then prevailing. At an early age he aided in clearing, breaking and 

developing the farm and before he had attained his majority was a practical and able agriculturist, 

possessing a thorough knowledge of the best methods of farm operation. After reaching manhood he 

went to North Dakota, where he spent a few months, eventually returning to Winneshiek county and 

settling in Highlandville, where he became interested in the creamery business. With these exceptions, 

however, he has been farming in Pleasant township during all of his active life and he is today one of the 

substantial and progressive agriculturists of his native township. He purchased from his father's estate 

one hundred and sixty acres lying on section 8, Pleasant township, land upon which he had previously 

assisted in making all the improvements, and here he has since resided, his practical and systematic 

labors through the years having brought him a gratifying measure of success. For twelve years he 

operated one of the first steam threshing outfits in this section of the state, but he now gives practically 

all of his time to the development of his farm. He is treasurer of the Central Telephone Company and his 

energetic spirit and discriminating business ability have been important factors in the growth of that 

concern. 

Mr. Hover has been twice married. He wedded first, July 6, 1892, Miss Maria Thompson, who was 

born in Chickasaw county, Iowa, on the 4th of April, 1874, a daughter of Ole and Soneva Thompson, 

natives of Norway, both of whom have passed away, the mother dying in 1882 and the father July 10, 

1894. Mrs. Hover passed away November 8, 1893, leaving one daughter, Maria. On the 1st of January, 

1895, Mr. Hover was again married, his second wife being Miss Anna Thompson, who was born 

December 24, 1869. To this union were born nine children: Beulah Sylvia; Herbert Oliver; Alma Agnetta; 

Charlotte Amelia; Henry Sylvan; Charles Raymond, who died at the age of three and a half; Anna Olena; 

Cyrus Reginald; and Everett Le Roy. 

Mr. Hover is a devout member of the Methodist Episcopal church. He gives his political allegiance 

to the republican party and has been honored by his fellow citizens by election to practically all the 

township offices, including township 


